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e This year’s incoming class brings stronger academic preparation and expanded access for Arizona
students. We shared a video message with campus, explaining how our enrollment strategy is
working, as well as a fact sheet that contains the detailed Fall 2026 numbers. Both a message to
campus and a public news release were distributed as well.

e We celebrated the launch of a new integrated business and engineering program, thanks to the
generosity of Felipe and Mary Rodriguez. Gov. Hobbs, Sen. Kelly, Mayor Romero, and Rep.
Hernandez attended the celebration.

e We cut the ribbon on our new Wildcat Welcome Center alongside Rep. Ciscomani, Rep. Grijalva,
and Mayor Romero. This center will help us create an exceptional experience for our students
from the earliest interaction with the U of A.

e We marked a milestone with the “Topping out”—the placement of final structural steel
element—of our Medical Innovations Building in Phoenix on September 30.

e The Department of Energy’s Office of Critical Minerals and Energy Innovation awarded $20M to
enhance our San Xavier Mine, which will ensure one of our oldest legacy strengths continues to
be a national model for future generations.

e NASA Administrator Jared Isaacman and the NASA Inspiration Tour visited campus on Sept. 23. U
of A students, alongside students from Tucson-area high schools, Pima Community College, and
Tohono O’'odham Community College attended the event.

e | published this op-ed in the Hechinger Report to express my belief that higher education must
do a better job of controlling costs.

e Arizona Athletics has opened the 2026-27 year with strong ticket-sales momentum. Football
season-ticket renewals increased 20%, while men’s and women’s basketball sales are pacing
ahead of last year. The new Cats Corner premium seating area at Casino Del Sol Stadium has
created an additional premium experience and revenue opportunity. Arizona Soccer also set a
new program attendance record during its home match against North Carolina.

e The Arizona Board of Regents approved our offer to Desireé Reed-Francois to extend her
contract as our R. Ken Coit Director of Athletics through 2032.

e Ten teams pitched for the Big Idea Challenge for Health — a joint effort between Banner Health
and the University of Arizona. Four teams were selected for funding up to $250,000 over two
years. Each of the six remaining teams will receive a $5,000 capacity building grant and consult
with members of the ORP team, e.g., Tech Launch Arizona, Research Development, Research
Communications, etc.

e Seventeen Catalyst Grants are in the process of being awarded, including two instrumentation
awards, six innovation & collaboration awards, seven early career research acceleration awards,


https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dm8wUMmOQ9rw&data=05%7C02%7Ccraigreck%40arizona.edu%7Cfebba1ed2dca49d73ec508df1aa0a41c%7C5ee35505eb8e4929937d645df5013288%7C1%7C0%7C639258949380038027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RVjFuHfoapse28wHW2WYo3e9s24T1CsdxVF3YcjJTUQ%3D&reserved=0
https://uair.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2026-09/Fall-2026-Census-Enrollment-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://president.arizona.edu/news/enrollment-u-expands-access-arizonans-and-prioritizes-student-success
https://president.arizona.edu/news/enrollment-u-expands-access-arizonans-and-prioritizes-student-success
https://news.arizona.edu/news/enrollment-u-sees-major-gains-academic-quality-preparedness-access-arizonans
https://news.arizona.edu/news/mary-and-felipe-m-rodriguez-commit-10m-name-u-integrated-business-and-engineering-program
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftucson.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Feducation%2Fcollege%2Farticle_c0fcd687-d31f-4801-a5f2-66f5683465bb.html&data=05%7C02%7Cmdenham%40arizona.edu%7C485f0de7fbfd4c9a21f508df0ad126de%7C5ee35505eb8e4929937d645df5013288%7C1%7C0%7C639241565553356065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zGA3kPjLJoSCLOK6F8HmadZ4T86S04sYUNt3RRPSO6Y%3D&reserved=0
https://news.arizona.edu/news/photos-wildcat-welcome-center-opens-u-front-door-prospective-students
https://news.arizona.edu/news/u-celebrates-milestone-medical-innovations-building-announces-new-partnerships
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiztucson.com%2Funiversity-of-arizona-gets-20-million-to-bolster-underground-mining-lab&data=05%7C02%7Cmdenham%40arizona.edu%7Cf35d3231a0d240105aef08df1026ae81%7C5ee35505eb8e4929937d645df5013288%7C1%7C0%7C639247430465152788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1Ge6FeArKGhifKqgWLxiSrMdHlgVNkcXpm6pUn1L5vo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiztucson.com%2Funiversity-of-arizona-gets-20-million-to-bolster-underground-mining-lab&data=05%7C02%7Cmdenham%40arizona.edu%7Cf35d3231a0d240105aef08df1026ae81%7C5ee35505eb8e4929937d645df5013288%7C1%7C0%7C639247430465152788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1Ge6FeArKGhifKqgWLxiSrMdHlgVNkcXpm6pUn1L5vo%3D&reserved=0
https://news.arizona.edu/news/nasa-administrator-jared-isaacman-inspires-u-students-help-shape-golden-age-space-exploration
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-controlling-college-costs/
https://news.arizona.edu/news/r-ken-coit-director-athletics-desiree-reed-francois-receives-five-year-contract-extension
https://research.arizona.edu/news/four-u-banner-health-teams-earn-funding-advance-patient-care-through-big-idea-challenge-joint
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and two creative scholarship awards, each aligned with the strategic research initiatives or TRIF
portfolios.

A total of 20 AZPM projects were nominated for Emmy® consideration by the Rocky Mountain
Southwest chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences.

In Fall 2026, Arizona Online launched a required training in Edge Learning for all instructors
teaching courses on Arizona Online. The training was developed along with the University Center
Assessment, Teaching, and Technology (UCATT) and ensures online instructors will have
consistent best practices for online instruction and know how to utilize resources available for
their courses.

The U of A placed well in a number of rankings that were released this month, including being
No. 1 in the Southwest, among the top 20 among public U.S. universities for international
research collaboration, No. 23 among public universities for Best Colleges for Research, and our
Management Information Systems program as number one in the nation among public
universities. The U of A was also named a “Best Value,” according to the Princeton Review.

We were among the inaugural cohort for the Carnegie Elective Classification for Sustainability, in
recognition of our efforts to embed sustainability into our academic mission.



https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabout.azpm.org%2Fp%2Fabout-pressroom%2F2026%2F9%2F16%2F231228-azpm-earns-multiple-emmy-nominations-including-overall-excellence%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmdenham%40arizona.edu%7C82017ac8bad246fe72b408df1a58d9e0%7C5ee35505eb8e4929937d645df5013288%7C1%7C0%7C639258641050062241%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GWW57ehxuLua9tYQzfjBJ57dmc7mLeWNTuju0OzwqJ0%3D&reserved=0
https://news.arizona.edu/news/u-again-ranked-no-1-southwest-top-25-among-us-public-universities-times-higher-education
https://news.arizona.edu/news/u-ranks-no-1-southwest-top-20-among-public-us-universities-international-research
https://news.arizona.edu/news/u-ranks-no-1-southwest-top-20-among-public-us-universities-international-research
https://news.arizona.edu/news/washington-monthly-ranks-u-research-no-1-arizona-top-25-among-public-universities
https://news.arizona.edu/news/u-ranked-no-1-public-university-management-information-systems-latest-us-news-world-report
https://news.arizona.edu/news/u-again-named-best-value-ranks-among-top-20-public-universities-making-impact-alumni-network
https://news.arizona.edu/news/u-recognized-leader-climate-action-new-carnegie-classification

