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Naming Advisory Committee Report 

Removing the Chávez name from the César E. Chávez Building 

We respectfully acknowledge the University of Arizona is on the land and 
territories of Indigenous peoples. Today, Arizona is home to 22 federally 
recognized tribes, with Tucson being home to the O’odham and the Yaqui. The 
university strives to build sustainable relationships with sovereign Native Nations 
and Indigenous communities through education offerings, partnerships, and 
community service. 

In carrying out its work, the Naming Advisory Committee followed the President’s charge to 
consider and recommend whether César E. Chávez’ name should be removed from its current 
location on the “old Economics” building. 

The Naming Advisory Committee could not have provided the level of detail in this report 
without the input and support of: the University Latino community, the greater Tucson 
community, the Office of the Provost, the University Regents Professors, Committee of Eleven, 
the Faculty Senate, student staff at the Guerrero Student Center, Campus Community 
Connections, ASUA, GPSC, Mexican American Studies, History Department, and other 
students, faculty, staff, and alumni. The NAC thanks our community for their engagement and 
insights.  

Approach to Review:  The NAC worked on this request with the understanding that any name 
changes to university property that is already “named” should be considered in only exceptional 
circumstances.  Moreover, the NAC considered historical, institutional, and community 
information and opinions in making our determination. Our review consisted of the following:  

(1) the NAC attended a public in-person forum on April 30, 2026 hosted by an Ad Hoc 
university group comprised of students, academic departments and Campus Community 
Connections where we were provided with rich historical background on the 
farmworkers’ movement that led to the naming of the Economics Building and heard 
students and community members who felt victimized every time they saw Mr. Chávez’ 
name on the UA campus;  



 
(2) the NAC hosted a Zoom meeting with approximately 15 relevant stakeholders to 
discuss the Committee’s charge and get their feedback on whether Chávez’ name 
should be removed; 

(3) the NAC hosted a listening session via Zoom on May 6, 2026, to gather more 
feedback from the University and the wider Tucson community; and 

(4) the NAC distributed an online survey to UA employees asking whether Mr. Chávez’ 
name should be removed from the building and to provide an explanation of why or why 
not. 

Based on the information we heard, gathered, and reviewed, the NAC offers its 
recommendation as described below: 

The NAC recommends to President Garimella that the name of César E. Chávez be removed 
from any buildings and other public areas on any of the University of Arizona campuses as soon 
as possible.   

The NAC bases its recommendation on the overwhelming feedback that César E. Chávez does 
not represent the values of our institution and that 85% of the respondents to our survey and 
100% of those attending our in-person sessions supported removal of his name.  Below we 
address the President’s questions as posed in the committee charge that supports our 
conclusion.    

1. What was the original basis and rationale for naming the César E. Chávez 
Building? 

Historically, the city of Tucson and the community of Arizona greatly revered Mr. Chávez for his 
work and contributions to the Farmworkers Movement.1  Based on the efforts of the Arizona 
César E. Chávez Holiday Coalition,2 Tucson declared March 31st as César E. Chávez Day in 
2014. The community at large and the University of Arizona itself very much supported these 
efforts.3 A grassroots proposal for the name change was submitted to University of Arizona 
President Likins in 2000, and the proposal was adopted in 2003. 

2. Is the principal legacy of César E. Chávez consistent with the mission, values, and 
educational purposes of the University of Arizona? 

The Farmworkers’ Movement of the 1960s credited César E. Chávez as one of its prominent 
leaders.4 Farm owners often underpaid and physically exploited the farm workers.5 These 
workers dealt with “dangerous pesticides, substandard housing, poverty wages, and rampant 

 
1 See Adriana Espinosa, Tucson Recognizes César Chávez Day as Official Holiday (Mar. 11, 2014) 
https://wildcat.arizona.edu/111719/news/tucson-recognizes-csar-chvez-day-as-official-holiday/. 
2 See Adriana Espinosa, Tucson Recognizes César Chávez Day as Official Holiday (Mar. 11, 2014) 
https://wildcat.arizona.edu/111719/news/tucson-recognizes-csar-chvez-day-as-official-holiday/. 
3 See Adriana Espinosa, Tucson Recognizes César Chávez Day as Official Holiday (Mar. 11, 2014) 
https://wildcat.arizona.edu/111719/news/tucson-recognizes-csar-chvez-day-as-official-holiday/. 
4 The Farmworkers’ Movement, EJI (Dec. 1st, 2014) https://eji.org/news/history-racial-injustice-farmworkers-movement/. 
5 The Farmworkers’ Movement, EJI (Dec. 1st, 2014) https://eji.org/news/history-racial-injustice-farmworkers-movement/. 



 
discrimination.”6 Hispanic laborers comprised most of these workers in the west, due to the 
“bracero program” which facilitated immigration in order to “undercut domestic wages, break 
strikes, impede union organizing, and solve World War II labor shortages.”7 In 1962, César E. 
Chávez established the United Farm Workers Union alongside Dolores Huerta.8 This 
movement, guided by the phrase “Sí, Se Puede” inspired farmworkers to unionize and fight for 
their rights against exploitation.9 This movement emphasized advocacy by “employing 
nonviolent organizing tactics rooted in Catholic social teaching.”10 For his work in the movement, 
Chávez received a Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1994, the highest honor that can be 
bestowed on a civilian.11 Mr. Chávez’ reputation came under serious scrutiny when allegations 
surfaced this year that he sexually abused women in the movement. For this reason, Mr. 
Chávez’ legacy is no longer consistent with the University’s core mission and values. 
The University of Arizona has six core values: integrity, compassion, exploration, adaptation, 
inclusion, and determination.12 Directly comparing the University’s values against the 
allegations, Mr. Chávez’ legacy is inconsistent with integrity and compassion. The allegations 
show disrespectful and morally unjust behavior and show a lack of care to the members of the 
community Mr. Chávez was supposed to support and protect. One value stands out when 
addressing this situation, and that is adaptation, where the value of the University is to “be 
open-minded and eager for what’s next.”13 These allegations represent a shocking revelation to 
many members of the community for whom Chávez once fought. During Mr. Chávez’ lifetime, 
the recent allegations were unknown. As these allegations came to light, the Chávez name no 
longer represents the migrant farm workers’ movement. The farm workers’ movement is bigger 
than any one person, and reconsideration of Chávez’ legacy is warranted. 
The University works “to expand human potential, explore new horizons[,] and enrich life for 
all”14 and our mission is to “continuously improve how we educate and innovate so we can lead 
the way in developing adaptive problem-solvers capable of tackling our greatest challenges.”15 
In this light, those consulted immediately advised the NAC as to what actions should be taken. 
Their message was clear. The Hispanic community wants the name removed from the building 
with the proviso that the University “ensures the critical role of the Chicano/a/x or Latinio/a/x 
community in Arizona and at the University of Arizona is not erased.”16 

 
6 Jessica Weingartner, Six Champions of the Farm Workers Movement (Oct. 16, 2025) https://www.facinghistory.org/ideas-
week/six-champions-farm-workers-movement. 
7 The Farmworkers’ Movement, EJI (Dec. 1st, 2014) https://eji.org/news/history-racial-injustice-farmworkers-movement/. 
8 Janet Rose Jackman, Tucsonans celebrate César Chávez Day (Mar. 31 2012) 
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/report/032812_César_Chávez_day/tucsonans-celebrate-César-Chávez-day/. 
9 Janet Rose Jackman, Tucsonans celebrate César Chávez Day (Mar. 31 2012) 
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/report/032812_César_Chávez_day/tucsonans-celebrate-César-Chávez-day/. 
10 A Latinx Rescource Guide: Civil Rights Cases and Events in the United States, LOC https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-
rights/united-farm-workers-union. 
11  Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
12 The University of Arizona, Purpose, Mission & Values (visited April 7, 2026) https://www.arizona.edu/purpose-mission-
values. 
13 Id. 
14 Id. 
15 Id. 
16		Letter to President Suresh Garimella from members of the Tucson Hispanic community dated April 8, 2026. 



 
3. Are there aspects of the namesake’s record, legacy, or public history that warrant 

reconsideration of the current naming? 

In situations like this, we must consider the opinions of direct stakeholders and the communities 
of those affected by Mr. Chávez, both positively and negatively.  
Some of the recent allegations levied against Mr. Chávez are described in the media. The New 
York Times released an extensive piece on allegations against Mr. Chávez, detailing the 
grooming of and sexual abuse of young girls within the movement that spanned decades.17 
These allegations include sexual assault, rape, and coercion with multiple victims being children 
of union organizers.18 One specific encounter alleges that Chávez, at age 45, started 
summoning Ana Murguia, who was 13 at the time, for sexual encounters that occurred “dozens 
of times over the next four years.”19 Ms. Murguia recalled perceiving Chávez as a “hero,” as the 
daughter of a longtime organizer who “had marched in rallies alongside Mr. Chávez.”20 Mr. 
Chávez had known Ms. Murguia since she was 8 years old.21 
One of the central allegations came from Dolores Huerta, who spearheaded the movement 
alongside Mr. Chávez.22 Ms. Huerta stated that Mr. Chávez raped her after driving her to a 
secluded field in 1966, in addition to a pressured sexual encounter that took place in 1960.23 A 
prominent public figure and leader in the movement, Ms. Huerta did not report the incident to 
police “because of their hostility toward the movement and she feared no one within the union 
would believe her.”24 Another victim, Debra Rojas, alleged that Chávez had groped her breasts 
when she was twelve years old. Then at age 15, Mr. Chávez brought her to a motel and raped 
her.25 Ms. Rojas has writings from when she was in school detailing and corroborating the 
grooming.26 The article describes more instances of alleged abuse. The article in its entirety 
portrays a painful picture of the gravity of Mr. Chávez’ actions.27 

 
17 Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
18 Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
19 Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
20 Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
21 Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
22 Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
23 Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
24 Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
25 Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegat 
26 Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
27  Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 
18, 2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
28 See Parts I-II. 
 
 



 
4. How should the historical context of both the namesake and the original naming 

decision inform the University’s assessment today? 

The historical context of naming the building after Mr. Chávez is again closely tied to the 
community of Tucson and Arizona through its large farmworker population.28  
A grassroots movement launched a campaign to recognize Chávez as symbol of heroism to the 
Hispanic community and the University of Arizona. Many community voices noted that the 
building was the only one on campus named after a Hispanic figure. Others noted that the name 
was inspirational because it was in honor of social achievements rather than financial 
contributions. In light of recent events, the pride of the Hispanic community has become one of 
pain. We suggest that the namesake be disaggregated from the exemplary values for which the 
name once stood. In making the assessment, the pride of the Hispanic community should be 
honored. 

5. What significance does the building’s current name hold for members of the 
University community and other stakeholders? 

The current significance of the name is closely tied to Mr. Chávez’s perception as a hero and 
leader of a movement who inspired many to fight against injustice.29  Stakeholders in the 
community want the current name removed. However, more important to their community is to 
honor the legacy of the Farmworkers Movement and not a single individual. The remarks from 
our community indicate that it is much more passionate about and concerned about the 
University honoring the legacy of the movement.  NAC believes that the University must do 
both: remove César Chávez’ name from the building AND determine the best way for the 
University to honor and respect the legacy of all involved in the farmworkers’ movement in 
Arizona. 

6. What perspectives and stakeholder input should inform the Committee’s 
recommendation? 

Dolores Huerta and United Farm Workers  
One of the most prominent voices to consider is Dolores Huerta. Ms. Huerta is a victim of Mr. 
Chávez’ abuse, and, more importantly, she is also a longtime co-leader of the movement.30 
Another important voice is the United Farm Workers organization itself, who has stated that they 
“would not take part in any activities celebrating Mr. Chávez’s birthday on March 31st,” and that 
the allegations are “incompatible with the organization’s values.”31 
Other experts on the Farmworkers’ Movement  
The Mexican American Studies Department at the University has stated a desire for the name to 
be covered while ensuring that “the renaming process ‘avoids erasure of the contributions of the 
Latinx community to the state.’”32 The head of the department, Professor Anna Ochoa O’Leary, 

 
	
29 An American Hero The Biography of César E. Chávez (visited 4/9/2026) 
https://Chávez.cde.ca.gov/modelcurriculum/teachers/lessons/resources/biographies/k-2_bio.aspx. 
30 Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 18, 
2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
31 Id. 
32 Mia Kortright, University of Arizona considers renaming César Chávez Building, Tucson Sentinel (Mar. 31, 2026) 
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/report/033026_ua_Chávez/university-arizona-considers-renaming-César-Chávez-building/. 



 
has stated a desire to “have a seat at the table” for these discussions.33 President Garimella has 
also stated a desire to gain input from this department, alongside the Adalberto and Ana 
Guerrero Student Center, UNIDOS Faculty and Staff Association and Campus Community 
Connections, alongside members of student government.34 A good student resource might 
come from Latinx groups formed within colleges, for example the Latine Law Students 
Association and the Guerrero Student Center. Overall, consulting the relevant communities at 
the University and beyond has proved to be highly effective in understanding what direct 
stakeholders and others impacted by the name removal really want from this institution.    

7. Based on the foregoing, should the University retain the current name of the 
building or recommend its removal? 

The committee’s recommendation is driven by the voices of the community and those affected. 
Consulting other alleged victims as stakeholders was also extremely important, since many of 
the victims are also closely tied to the movement or close to Mr. Chávez personally.35 Tucson 
Mayor Regina Romero states the desire “to be able to find a way to not erase the movement, 
the farm working, and the Chicano movement from the name.36 The Farmworkers’ Movement is 
bigger than Mr. Chávez, although he was an important figurehead. Removing Mr. Chávez’ name 
from University of Arizona property and honoring the farm workers must be the first 
consideration in honoring those who worked tirelessly to improve the lives of farmworkers and 
their families. 

8. NAC recommendation to President Garamella: 

As stated above, NAC recommends to President Garimella that the name of César E. Chávez 
be removed from any buildings and other public areas on any University of Arizona campus as 
soon as possible.  

We also request that no disciplinary action be taken against those who covered the Chávez 
name on the building and other university locations. This situation created a dramatic and 
urgent response from the Hispanic community. Survivors described the pain they felt every time  

 

 

 

 
33 Id. 
34 Mia Kortright, University of Arizona considers renaming César Chávez Building, Tucson Sentinel (Mar. 31, 2026) 
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/report/033026_ua_Chávez/university-arizona-considers-renaming-César-Chávez-building/. 
35 See Manny Fernandez and Sarah Hurtes, César Chávez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for Years, NYT (Mar. 
18, 2026) https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/us/César-Chávez-sexual-abuse-allegations-ufw.html. 
36  Jacob Owens, Tucson Wants Community Voice on Renaming Chávez Holiday, KVOA (Apr. 8, 2026) 
https://www.kvoa.com/news/local/tucson-wants-community-voice-on-renaming-Chávez-holiday/article_30a9bcb9-e9f7-4fa8-
952a-1db50510ee3a.html. 



 
they saw Mr. Chávez’ name or walked into the building; some student survivors even described 
how they stopped attending their classes in the building due to the name.   

Finally, we believe that any new naming proposals should come from the community and should 
follow the current policy for consideration of all naming requests.  

Enclosures: 
1. NAC Minutes 6.19.03 
2. Historical Documents 
3. NAC Memo 4.19.26 
4. Public Forum Notes 4.30.26 
5. Forum Survivor Report 4.30.26 
6. Parra-Farmworker Justice Movement and Chavez Building Name 4.30.26 
7. Executive Summary of Survey Results 
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The Naming Advisory Committee 

 
Minutes: Meeting June 19, 2003 

Swede Johnson 301 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
 
 
Present:  W. Howell (Chair), N. Guthrie, D. Imwalle, B. Lancaster, S. Ruhl. 
 
Absent: L. Armandroff, J.P. Benedict, R. Dahlgran, E. Sander, R. Weidhopf. 
. 
 
Chair Howell called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and welcomed Barbara Lancaster, the new Staff 
Advisory Council President. 
 
Naming Advisory Committee (NAC) members discussed the return of a naming proposal request from 
President Likins, to name the Economics Building after Cesar Chavez.  
 
When the committee previously discussed this proposal in January 2003, the consensus was that the 
proposal did not appear to have been fully vetted with the faculty or staff of all the units that reside in this 
building.  Furthermore, committee members expressed reservations that this naming could be 
controversial among UA benefactors and constituents. This new request was accompanied by petitions 
signed by students and faculty which represent a majority of the units housed in the building, and about 
75 letters from students, government officials, and community members in support of this naming.   
 
Citing the UA’s guidelines for naming buildings, listed on UA’s Policies Webpage, members pointed out 
that, “When naming a facility or programmatic unit for a person, family, or organization where there is no 
gift, the proposed honoree shall have achieved distinction in one or more of the following ways:  

a. serving the university in an academic or administrative capacity with high distinction, or  
b. by contributing in other exceptional ways to the welfare and reputation of the university, 

to education, or to the community in general.” 
Although neither of these criteria seem to fit this individual’s contributions, there has been tremendous 
public pressure from some very vocal supporters in the media to proceed with this naming, and the 
situation could become inflammatory if the President does not act. They noted that a majority of the 
supporting letters were identical, “canned” letters and that none were from members of the larger Tucson 
Community, and that only one was from an alum. Acknowledging that not everyone is an admirer of 
Chavez, and feeling that this request appears to be being rushed, committee members were reluctant to 
recommend either approval or non-approval of the proposal. They discussed the number of stakeholders 
who have not been consulted and should be, including the units housed in the building that do not support 
this naming, alumni members both in Arizona and elsewhere, particularly College of Agriculture alums, 
the University’s major donors, the campus community including faculty, staff, and parents, the AZ 
legislature, the Board of Regents, and Tucson residents outside of the Hispanic community.  
 
Naming Advisory Committee members in attendance felt the process deserves more due diligence 
because if the naming is approved, the media could generate tremendous criticism and backlash.  The 
committee would like to be more deliberative at this point in time, and request that the President’s Office 



grant them 60 days with which to canvas the public.  If President Likins agrees to wait, N. Guthrie will 
coordinate with Chair Howell, the Faculty Center, the Foundation and the Alumni Office how best to 
accomplish this. 
 
Members in attendance unanimously approved naming the UA Gymnastics practice facility the Mary 
Roby Gymnastics Training Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m.    
 
    
naming/2003-04/NAC min 6-19-03.doc  pb 



Documents Related to 2003 César E. Chávez Building Naming Process 

showing aspirations for UA and Tucson area constituencies to use the naming 

to promote greater Latino educational access at the University of Arizona 

 

Compiled by Carlos Francisco Parra, 

Asst. Professor of History, University of Arizona (UA Class of 2009) 

cfparra@arizona.edu 

 

• Letter of Support from Maria Teresa Velez, Assoc. Dean, Graduate College (pg. 2) 

 

• Letter of Support from American Association for Higher Education, Hispanic Caucus 

Chair William Aguilar (pg. 3) 

 

• Letter of Support from Bob Walkup, Mayor of the City of Tucson (pg. 4) 

 

• “Likins Oks Chávez Name for Building,” Arizona Daily Star (Aug. 12, 2003), (pg. 5)  

 

• “Econ Building to be Renamed Despite Protest,” Arizona Daily Wildcat (Aug. 29, 2003), 

(pg. 7) 

 

• Op-Ed and Student Letters on Chávez Building Naming, Arizona Daily Wildcat (Sept. 2, 

2003), (pg. 9) 

 

• “UA Should be Proud of Chávez Building Name,” Olga Briseño, Arizona Daily Wildcat 

(Sept. 4, 2003), (pg. 12) 

 

• “Don’t Underestimate Chávez, King ideas,” Patrick Barret, Arizona Daily Wildcat (Sept. 

5, 2003), (pg. 13) 

 

• “Building Rename Sparks Protests,” includes comments by UA President Peter Likins, 

Arizona Daily Wildcat (Oct. 10, 2003), (pg. 14) 

 

• “Chávez Now a Campus Fixture,” comments by UA faculty, community leaders and 

residents, Arizona Daily Wildcat (Oct. 13, 2003), (pg. 17) 

 

• “Econ Building Gets a New Name,” comments by UA students and local residents on 

need for greater Latino inclusion at UA, Arizona Daily Star (Oct. 13, 2003) (pg. 20) 
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To: Naming Advisory Committee 
From: Mona L. Hymel  
Re: Cesear Chavez Name Change   
Date: April 19, 2026  
 
Hello everyone:   
 
I am providing a quick recap of last week’s meeting.  Then I want to delegate some tasks so 
we can complete this work more quickly.  Tomorrow, you can let me know if we need to add 
anything to our list of jobs and delegate some of these items to committee members. 
 
First, we have scheduled 2 meetings to connect with the University community and the 
wider Tucson community.   

-The first meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 24, from 9-10 am. This meeting will 
focus on the University community. 

-The second meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 7 from 4-6pm.  This meeting 
will focus on the wider Tucson community. 
 
I am attaching a draft flyer/email for the forums (see below).  But I need panel suggestions 
for the second forum.  For the first forum, the Committee will be panelists to take 
comments and answer questions.  I would like to send these announcements out even if 
we haven’t finalized the panels and zoom links. Thus, requiring a second notification.  (your 
thoughts?) 
So, please let me/Jane know if you can make either or both of the meetings.   
 
We need to decide who will be panelists for the second meeting and who will follow up.   
 
Once we have agreed on the messages for the forums (I HAVE ATTACHED DRAFT), we need 
to give Jane Cherry the listserv information for Staff, Students, and other available lists 
targeting the groups discussed last Monday so she can get the message out.  I decided to 
use a flyer format so it will be easily forwarded. 
 
I have contacted several of the individuals that we determined were important in answering 
President Garamella’s charge. 
 
Tomorrow, we will discuss the items that are still outstandings.  Also, I would like to look at 
the draft report and identify what still needs to be done. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mona 
 
 
 



Public Forum | Integrative Learning Center Room 120 | April 30, 2026 | 4-5:30pm 

Notes from the forum  

Introduction 

Anna O’Leary – Professor and Department Head of Mexican American Studies 

• Begin with invited speakers and their short presentations. 
• Objective is to gather comments on current building name.  

Speakers – Presentations & Remarks 

Cassandra Hirdes - Director of Health Promotion (please see attached statement) 

- Oversees survivor advocacy program at the University of Arizona (UA).  
- Provided remarks in honor of survivors. 

Carlos Francisco Parra - Assistant Professor of History (please see attached slides) 

- Presentation: Farm workers movement legacy | Nuestra Dignidad (Our Dignity), Our Hope 
- What is the farm worker justice movement?  

o Ongoing social movement centering on better pay, safe working conditions, and dignity for 
the workers who plant and harvest the crops which feed the United States of America.  

o Short history of the United Farm Workers and farm workers movement 
- Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and University of Arizona communities? 

o United Farm Workers success limited in Arizona but significant for inspiring youth protests 
anti-Mexican discrimination in Tucson and Phoenix school districts. 

- Why does the spirit of the farm worker justice movement matter now?  
o Place making, belonging and healing 
o Land grant institution promoting educational opportunities and reflecting its people 
o Dignidad y Esperanza (Dignity and Hope)  

Socorro Carrizosa – Former Director of Adalberto & Ana Guerrero Student Center and Former Director of 
Chicanos Hispanos Student Affairs 

The following are bullet points that summarize the talk by Socorro:  

- Introduction: How do we continue to create a home for students here? How do we create a space 
where people feel that they belong, that they are part of this? 

- Nuestras manos crearon esta universidad (Our hands created this University). Nuestro sudor hizo 
esta universidad (Our sweat created this University). Y en Arizona y en los Estados Unidos (In 
Arizona and the United States). 

- Process of naming:  
o Discussed the process by which the building was named and how it was named without a 

donor.  



o During the process and in collaboration with President Likens she learned that it 
was possible to name a building without a donor as long as the individual provided 
distinguished service to the university, to academics and the nation.  

o They looked at Professors and others including Guerrero and the community 
coalesced around Chavez. 

o The process included community input, faculty senate presentations and involved 
local, state and national leader input.  

o The process also involved input from the people who occupied the building at that 
time.  

o The U of A president was in full support of the process and the naming and 
presented it to ABOR  

- The purpose of naming the building for a Hispanic leader was to create a space where students 
on campus (particularly those of Hispanic heritage) would feel at home, not just at the center but 
in the building and on the university campus. A space that recognizes and represented the 
Hispanic culture. This was also a precursor to becoming an HSI and to encourage enrollment of 
Hispanic students at the U of A.  

- Recommendation: rename building after a Latino word or phrase that represents this community 
rather than a person.  

o “Todo mundo tiene cola que le pizen” (Everybody has a tail that can be stepped on). 

Paulette Navarres - Representative of Guerrero Student Center Student Council  

- “I stand here before you as a representative of the Guerrero Student Council. The Guerrero 
Student Council was formed in response to the frustration of students. We are here today to 
support survivors and the renaming of the building. It is crucial for students’ wellbeing and 
success for this name to be removed and renamed. There are students going into the building 
every day and students who refuse to enter the building because of the emotional distress this 
name causes. We need to center survivors, community members, and students in these 
conversations. They cannot be had without the inclusion of them throughout the process. We 
urge you to rename this building to something the community recommends, still honoring the 
Hispanic heritage of the community that makes up the University of Arizona and Tucson. We 
demand for the community to be a part of the naming committee, as it is the community who gave 
the building its name. Si no hay comunidad, no hay comité (If there is no community, there is no 
committee).” – Navarres 

Lucero Ramirez – Senior Coordinator, Adalberto & Ana Guerrero Student Space (statement attached) 

 

Mona Hymel – Chair of Naming Council Committee, Chair of Faculty Senate 

- Committee is responsible for evaluating naming requests; The university requires the committee 
to evaluate any requests to un-name a building.  

- On March 31, 2026, President Garimella asked the Naming Advisory Committee to answer a list of 
questions regarding the un-naming of the Cesar E. Chavez building.  



1. What was the original basis and rational for naming the Cesar E. Chavez building? 
2. Is the principal legacy consistent with the mission, values and educational purpose of the 

University of Arizona? 
3. Are their aspects of the namesakes record legacy or public history that warrant 

reconsideration of the current naming? 
4. How should the historical context of both the namesake and naming decision inform the 

University’s assessment today?  
5. What significance does the building hold for members of our university, community, and other 

stakeholders?  
6. What perspectives and stakeholder input should inform the committee’s recommendation?  

o The charge specifically states that the Committee is expected to seek input from members 
of the university community and relevant stakeholder groups whose perspectives may 
assist in informing its review and recommendation. 

- Process to date 
o April 13, 2026 – Members met and discussed the President’s charge. Developed a general 

plan – to talk to university and community leaders regarding un-naming of building.  
o Had a meeting thereafter with number of university leaders in the Hispanic community 
o March 30, 2026 - public forum is meant to gather relevant evidence  

- Plan moving forward 
o Listening session on May 6th via zoom.  
o Online survey is shared with entire community.  
o Gather all information and synthesize it to develop recommendations. 

 

Public Comments 

Students were invited to comment. Please find below a summary of those comments:  

- Student wanted to call out the administration for  the comments made by the chair of the 
committee: ‘the committee has begun examining the historical institution and community context 
behind the naming of the building and whether the namesakes legacy aligns with the University’s 
mission and values’ – suggesting that this was not necessary and was in fact shameful.  

- Students have not been invited to be a part of this process to date… At this point, we were sitting 
in here, we the students have had enough we are sick this institution not listening to us, not 
inviting us at all. We don’t receive an invite, we don’t get a voice and then it’s put in an email that 
we are. So, if you are in solidarity with students, we ask that you please stand up, walk out; we are 
done. I’m serious, stand up, walk out; we are done. 

- “Our commencement speaker is Eric Schmidt who is in the Epstein files and a known sexual 
abuser. This university says that they care about survivor advocacy but have shown over and over 
again that you put policy over sexual assault. Student questioned the need for additional listening 
sessions that don’t produce results.  

Students and other supporters exited the forum 



Summary and bullet points of other comments: 

Community Member (self-identified as a Grad Student) 

- In my opinion, it is not about the person, it’s about the work, about the workers rights, it’s about 
human rights. It’s about standing to make sure that people are not stepped down on. 

- Suggestions for naming: the first is AGAVE (Advocacy for Growers Agricultural Voices and Equity) 
an acronym he came up with. Second suggestion is ROADRUNNER (Rights Organizing Advocacy 
for Desert Rural Unionized Networks and Nonexploited Economic Resilience) center. 

Community Member (emeritus faculty) 

- No tengo confianza (I do not have faith) with what's going on here. 
- The President’s message did not say anything about renaming, he talked about un-naming. He 

wants to find a fund rich donor to rename it after.  
o ¿Qué importa cómo bautizamos un edificio?(What does it matter what we call a building?) 
o Names that meant something because the people behind them gave something: gave their 

talent, they gave their time to you and the students. Then came the era of the checkbook, 
and with it a quiet bargain. Your dollars, your walls, your name in stone.  

Adriana Grijalva – UA Student Body President 

- “We are losing track of what’s going on here. The point is the Chavez building name and talking 
about it.” 

- “Being Hispanic, it (the building) means something and it’s about not losing that meaning while 
we engage in this process about the name--keeping that meaning there, and the at the heart of 
that,  because without students there is no university.”  

- “Our students are everything, through these processes not forgetting about their voices in that 
and making sure that is centered throughout.” 

UA Professor Nolan Cabrera 

- “The community wants the name to change.” 
- “I challenge Provost Prelock to get Facilities Management on the phone and allow them (coverage 

of the building name) to stay up because last time they were immediately taken down.” 

 Recommendation: “Defer the Naming Committee’s authority to the community to rename the 
building.” 

UA Alumni & Community Member Marti-Cortez—member of “los Universitarios” 

- Said she was “Encouraged and surprised, and cautious of this process.” 
- Recommendation for naming:  

o Rename the building after John L. Huerta: Founded the Los Universitarios (college 
students) Student Club at the UofA during the 1950’s; comprised of a small group of first 
generation students on campus. The program was the glue that kept them informed, 
together and encouraged to finish their degrees. Huerta was also instrumental in creating 



the Hispanic Alumni Association and other philanthropic activities to help ensure Hispanic 
student success.  

Community Member  

- A small group of students that started “Los Universitarios” (college students) organized and 
hosted a dance every year open to the public. The funds raised from this event would go towards 
their program scholarship to encourage Hispanic students to pursue a degree in higher education. 

- Recommendation for renaming “Los Universitarios”(college students) as a title to consider 
renaming the building. That is a group we all owe a great debt to.” 

UA Alumni & Community Member 

- “I don’t believe the answer to this question is to name a building after another person. I believe it 
needs to be [named after] a powerful term in Spanish. If we can’t have that [community] at the 
University level, we are failing our students, our future leaders. People have flaws, people have 
history and it only takes one person to speak out for this to happen again. It needs to be a 
universal term, something that is welcoming, kind and powerful.” 

UA Alumni & Community Member (UA college of law alumna, Pima County Public Defender, ret, Isabel 
Garcia 

We need to think about those who build, those who have given their hearts and minds to the making of 
the university. We have farmworkers and miners. We have struggles. My father was a copper miner.  The 
meanings and movement transcend time. We need to get away from the cult mentality and name the 
building after the struggles, it’s about all of us, reflective of their struggles and the student struggles of 
the past.  

UA Alumni & Community Member 

- “The people who built it and ran it [physically] were from our communities. It's important that we 
do not rename it after a person because then that becomes a cult. It must be named after the 
farm workers.” 

Community Member (Eva Carillo Dong, Pima Co. Supervisor TUSD teacher/administrator, ret) 

- It is important to honor the community and not just one person. To honor the struggles the 
community has faced; the workers’ struggles not only agricultural workers, What is done with 
building, we must ensure that it's for the community. That it reflects the Latino community. We 
need to make sure we are not stuck on process.  

Community Member (Rosalie Lopez—self identified as the first Latina to graduate from the Journalism 
program) 

- Proposed “Los Trabajadores” (the workers) as a potential option to consider. 
o “Los que se fregarron” (the ones who got screwed/the short end of the stick) May 

encourage the students to embody that term, to be a hard worker.  

Socorro Carrisoza – Public Forum Speaker 



- Proposed “The Guerrero Building”   
o Something that I think would make a lot of sense. Not simply because of Professor 

Adalberto Guerrero but for Guerreros (warriors).   
o Guerreros de Educación (Warriors of Education), Guerreros de Justicia (Warriors of 

Justice) 

Community Member 

- The current building name needs to be covered. Naming the building after a person has its flaws. 
Naming it after a term or phrase transcends time. Proposed the phrase “Si Se Puede”. 

UA Staff Member 

- Before we discuss names, the President states the students are our North Star. And our North 
Star’s just walked out. That should be the main concern because those are our ‘Universitarios’ 
(college students) now.  

Public Forum Adjourned. 

Summary of recommendations from the forum: 

• Cover the current name through the end of the semester 
• Add to or replace the current naming committee with impacted community members 
• Consult and center student voices  
• Multiple suggestions for new name within the document 



I want to begin by recognizing the women who came forward and broke six decades of silence. As the 
president of Esperanza United, Vivian Huelgo, reminds us, “Survivors owe no one their stories. We 
support each person’s autonomy to decide if, when, and how to share their experiences.”  

These recent events are a powerful reminder that interpersonal violence is not rare or isolated—it 
affects people every day, across all communities, often in ways that remain unseen. That reality makes 
our response critical. When someone does come forward, our responsibility is to meet them with care 
and to take their experiences seriously.  

Many survivors carry their experiences quietly, shaped by fear, uncertainty, and the possibility of not 
being believed. Creating space for truth and accountability means refusing to dismiss or minimize those 
voices. It also means recognizing that survivors are not abstract—they are part of our communities: 
friends, coworkers, and family members who deserve dignity and support. The way we talk about these 
issues impacts whether others feel safe enough to come forward.  

We can hold complexity. It is possible to acknowledge someone’s contributions while still 
taking survivors’ stories seriously. What must remain constant is our commitment to compassion, 
accountability, and the well-being of those who have been harmed. As author and founder of Justice for 
Migrant Women, Mónica Ramírez noted, sexual violence against farmworker and migrant women has 
persisted for decades, yet it remains deeply under-resourced and insufficiently addressed.  

Supporting survivors means affirming that their experiences matter. It requires advocating for systems 
that respond with care and challenging a culture that too often prioritizes comfort over truth. Through 
both our words and our actions, we can make clear that survivors are not alone.  

If you are a survivor here today, please know there is a space on campus where you will be believed, 
supported, and respected. Our staff is here for you. The Survivor Advocacy program offers confidential, 
no-cost services to students and employees at the University of Arizona. We provide individualized 
support, recognizing that each survivor’s needs and experiences are unique. We are here to share 
options, answer questions, and move at your pace.  

Kim, one of the Survivor Advocates, and I will be available today if you’d like to talk or need information 
for yourself or someone else.   

We understand that this is a really challenging time for people, and we will be opening up the forum 
later for individuals to share.  We are asking that this space support the emotional safety of everyone 
here so if you are feeling like you would like to process or share more specifics of interpersonal violence, 
a reminder that the advocates are here for you. You can also find resources or reach out online at 
survivorsupport.arizona.edu.  Thank you for supporting survivors and thank you for being here.  

 



Farm Workers 
Movement Legacy: 

Nuestra Dignidad, Our Hope

Carlos Francisco Parra

Assistant Professor of History

University of Arizona

April 30, 2026

AZ Daily Star (Aug. 12, 2003) AZ Daily Wildcat (Sept. 24, 2003)



Our Conversation Today:

• What is the farm worker justice movement?

• Why does this movement matter to the Tucson 
and UA communities?

• Why does the spirit of the farm worker justice 
mvm’t matter now?

Farm Workers Movement Legacy: Nuestra Dignidad, Our Hope

The 2003 César E. Chávez Bldg. naming was meant to honor the farm worker 
justice movement’s aspirations for Dignity and Hope by Promoting Educational 

Access and the American Dream at a Public Land-Grand University



• Farm worker justice mvm’t – ongoing social mvm’t centering on better pay, safer working 
conditions, and DIGNITY for the workers who plant and harvest the crops which feed the U.S.

• Prior to 1960s, organizing farm workers into collective units to negotiate better labor 
conditions from agricultural corporations was nearly impossible due to:
• Agricultural corporations (“factories in the fields”) holding local, nat’l political influence
• Lack of legal recognition of farm worker labor rights
• Economic, social vulnerability of most farm workers (lack of educational opportunities)

I. What is the farm worker justice movement?



• 1960s: Increasing success of strikes in rural CA by Filipino American 
workers encouraged formation of multiracial labor effort in grape 
fields of Delano, CA (NW of Bakersfield)

• Delano Grape Strike (1965-1970) – coordinated effort initiated by 
Filipino farm workers and expanded by Mexican American workers for 
improved work conditions, higher pay, union protections

• COLLECTIVE ACTION: strikes, marches, community organizing, and 
consumer boycotts of grapes and stores selling non-UFW grapes

• United Farm Workers (UFW) Union combined efforts of Filipino 
organizers Larry Itliong and Philip Vera Cruz with those of César 
Chávez and Dolores Huerta to coordinate the Delano Strike

• UFW represented collective, multiracial effort of many people, most 
significantly inspiring Mexican Americans throughout U.S. West

I. What is the farm worker justice movement?



Arizona farm workers in the 1970s

Marana, AZ (1979)

Images source: Cathy Murphy. A Photo Documentary: 
Marching Through History with César Chávez and the Farm 
Workers. (2020)



Cathy Murphy. A Photo 
Documentary: Marching Through 
History with Cesar Chavez and the 
Farm Workers. (2020)

“Agencies Pledge to Curb Abuse of Child 
Farmworkers.” San Diego Union-Tribune 
(May 5, 2010), 
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/2010/0
5/05/agencies-pledge-to-curb-abuse-of-child-
farmworkers/

Karen Coates, Valeria Fernández, and 
Rebecca Zissou. “The Teens who Feed 
America.” Junior Scholastic. (Jan. 27, 2020), 
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2019-
20/012720/the-teens-who-feed-
america.html?language=english#1100L

II. Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and UA communities?



II. Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and UA communities?

• UFW farm worker justice efforts inspired rise of Mexican American civil 
rights activism in healthcare, employment non-discrimination, anti-war 
mvm’ts, and educational access



II. Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and UA communities?

• UFW success limited in AZ, but significant for inspiring youth 
protests against anti-Mexican discrimination in Tucson and PHX 
school districts (1968), rise of bilingual education and greater 
educational opportunities in general

Adalberto “Beto” Guerrero, 
Pioneering Bilingual Educator who 

advocated for passage of 1968 
Bilingual Education Act



II. Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and UA communities?

• UFW success limited in AZ, but significant for inspiring youth 
protests against anti-Mexican discrimination in Tucson and PHX 
school districts (1968), rise of bilingual education and greater 
educational opportunities in general

• “Sí Se Puede”– May 11-June 4, 1972, protest against AZ House Bill 
2134 outlawing secondary boycotts (such as UFW campaigns 
against grocery stores selling boycotted grapes); Chávez held a 24-
day fast in Santa Rita Hall near downtown Phoenix; Coretta Scott 
King, Presidential Candidate George McGovern, many AZ Mexican 
Americans visited in support

• Dolores Huerta popularized “Sí Se Puede” chant during 
Chávez’s 1972 Phoenix fast

• Chávez: Born north of Yuma (March 31, 1927); died in San Luis, AZ, 
border town south of Yuma (April 23, 1993);



• Chávez’s April 1993 death led to wave of student activism promoting unfinished Mexican American civil 
rights goals of greater educational access

• Student hunger strikes for Chicano (Mexican American) courses, academic programs, and student services 
at UCLA, UC Santa Barbara, Stanford Univ, etc.

• The UA’s 2003 César E. Chávez Bldg naming was part of this larger cultural, historical moment

May 25-June 7, 1993: Professor Jorge Mancillas helped lead students 
in a 14-day hunger strike to create the UCLA Chicana/o Studies Dept



II. Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and UA communities?

• As symbol of Mexican American civil rights struggle 
and higher aspirations (dignidad), many civic groups 
promoted Chávez commemorations to expand greater 
Latino inclusion into the American Dream via:

• Equal economic opportunities 

• Greater access to Higher Education

AZ Daily Wildcat (July 9, 2003)



II. Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and UA communities?

A peek into our considerations of the 2003 building renaming to honor local 
communities, expand Latino higher ed access

AZ Daily Wildcat (Sept. 24, 2003)

AZ Daily Wildcat 
(Sept. 3, 2003)



II. Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and UA communities?
A peek into our considerations of the 2003 building renaming to honor local communities, expand Latino higher ed access

AZ Daily Wildcat (Sept. 3, 2003), pg 5

“I feel that the renaming of the Economics building for 
the UFW leader is most appropriate since César 
Chávez contributed to the welfare of the 
disadvantaged and underrepresented who work to 
put food on American tables […]

“The Economics building should be named after a 
person who was contributed to the economy of the 
U.S., if not the world, and is also a native Arizonan. 
Chávez was not [Jimmy] Hoffa. He was not Gandhi or 
Dr. King. He was a peasant who placed a feast before 
the American people. He should be remembered for 
that contribution.” – J.S. Cortez, pre-education sophomore



II. Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and UA communities?
A peek into our considerations of the 2003 building renaming to honor local communities, expand Latino higher ed access

“Naming a University of Arizona building after 
Cesar E. Chavez would be a fitting tribute to 
the man and his legacy. I want to assure you 
that this act would mean a great deal to 
Tucson. It would be significant to Tucson’s 
Hispanic and Latino community and to the 
entire Tucson community as well.”

- Tucson Mayor Bob Walkup (May 8, 2003)



II. Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and UA communities?
A peek into our considerations of the 2003 building renaming to honor local communities, expand Latino higher ed access

AZ Daily 
Wildcat 

(Aug. 29, 
2003), pg 3

“[UA President Peter] Likins explained that changing the 
building’s name was not just up to him, but involved a 
formal process requiring a nomination from an organization, 
a review by a naming committee, and then its approval.

“The building is being renamed as a symbol of the 
importance of Hispanic traditions to the UA, he said.

“‘This is a statement from an inclusive institution that we 
value all cultures in America, and a way to say to Hispanic 
students, ‘we respect your cultures and traditions,’ he said.”



II. Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and UA communities?
A peek into our considerations of the 2003 building renaming to honor local communities, expand Latino higher ed access

AZ Daily 
Wildcat 

(Aug. 29, 
2003), pg 3

“Likins knows the name change will not be 
unanimously embraced, but he feels the right decision 
has been made.

“‘This is not an isolated event,’ he said. ‘Its just one 
more small step in a broad campaign to make UA a 
welcome learning environment for people of all 
ethnicities, cultures, and backgrounds.’”



II. Why does this movement matter to the Tucson and UA communities?
A peek into our considerations of the 2003 building renaming to honor local communities, expand Latino higher ed access

AZ Daily Wildcat (Oct. 10, 2003), pg 1, 15

“‘For Hispanics today, he is symbolic of 
a time when they began to assert 
themselves and fight the prejudice 
they were subjected to,’ Likins said. […]

“‘When universities limit themselves to 
statements that are unanimously held, then they 
are saying nothing,’ Likins said. ‘I don’t attempt to 
secure everyone’s opinion in what I do.” […]

“I try in many ways to make it as clear as I can 
that the university is open to everyone. I thought 
here is an opportunity to make Hispanic students 
feel welcome,’ Likins said. ‘That’s not to say every 
Hispanic student likes Chávez.’”



César E. Chávez Building Officially Dedicated on Sunday, Oct. 12, 2003

III. Why does the spirit of the farm worker justice mvm’t matter now?



Bob Purvis. “Econ Building Gets a New Name.” Arizona Daily Star (Oct. 13, 2003), B1-B2

A peek into our considerations of the 2003 building renaming to honor local communities, expand Latino higher ed access

“[Pre-school teacher Carlos] Diaz-Todd takes his class on 
field trips to the UA every year and he said many of his 
students’ parents have never set foot on the campus. 
Renaming the building is a step towards making 
Tucson’s Hispanic community feel included at the UA, 
Diaz-Todd said. ‘ Now I can take the children here and 
say ‘Look, this building belongs to you,’ he said. […]

“Hispanic students at the UA said the 
university did the right thing in renaming the 
building after Chávez, a Yuma native who 
died at the age of 66 in 1993. ‘It gives us a 
sense of pride in our heritage and in the 
institution,’ said student Nathan Olivares-
Giles.

“Others said the Chávez building is a step 
towards fulfilling Likins promise of making 
the UA a Hispanic-serving institution and 
raising Hispanic enrollment.

“‘There is just so much potential out there, 
but Hispanics feel intimidated,’ said UA 
freshman Suzette Marquez, who said she 
was shocked at the lack of a Hispanic 
presence when she started school in 
August.”



III. Why does the spirit of the farm worker justice 
mvm’t matter now?

2003 UA Latino enrollment: 4,950 (13% of undergrad students)
2025 UA Latino enrollment: 12,035 (27.8% of undergrad students) UA University Analytics and Institutional Research, 

https://uair.arizona.edu/content/enrollment 



III. Why does the spirit of the farm worker justice mvm’t matter now?

From the standpoint of a UA student (and faculty 
member)…

• Place-making, belonging, and healing

• Land-Grant Institution Promoting Educational 
Opportunity and Reflecting its People

• Dignidad y Esperanza – Dignity and Hope



Executive Summary of Survey Results 

(regarding the removal of César Chávez name from the Economics Building on the UA campus) 

A survey was distributed to the community where respondents were asked if Chávez’ name 
should be removed from the building on campus.  There were 581 respondents with 504 
(86.75%) responding ‘yes ‘and 77 (13.25%) responding ‘no’. A brief summary of the reasons 
given for the respondents’ answers are provided below. The entire survey and raw data are 
attached. 

PRIMARY REASONS for a YES response 

The overwhelming consensus among respondents is that César Chávez’ name should be removed 
from the building due to several reasons listed below: 

Sexual Abuse Allegations (Core Issue) 

• Credible, extensively documented allegations of sexual assault and rape of women and 
minors 

• Multiple victims coming forward with consistent accounts 
• Grooming and abuse of power against vulnerable individuals, including co-founder 

Dolores Huerta 

Institutional Values Misalignment 

• Building names represent institutional endorsement and honor 
• Keeping the name contradicts the university's stated values of integrity, compassion, and 

inclusion 
• Incompatible with the university's role as a Hispanic-Serving Institution (HSI) 

Impact on Survivors 

• Daily reminders cause re-traumatization for abuse survivors on campus 
• Sends message that sexual violence is tolerable if perpetrator has status/accomplishments 
• Disrespectful to victims who carried trauma silently for decades 

Separation of Person from Movement 

• The farm workers' movement is larger than one individual 
• Can honor the movement and labor rights without honoring Chávez specifically 
• Other leaders (notably Dolores Huerta) deserve recognition 

Community Precedent 

• City of Tucson, Pima County, and other institutions have already removed his name 
• University risks appearing out of step with community values by delaying 



General Principle 

• No one—regardless of accomplishments—should be honored through institutional 
naming if credibly accused of serious misconduct 

• Sexual predators should not have buildings named after them under any circumstances 

The feedback emphasizes this is not about erasing history, but about refusing to actively honor 
and celebrate someone with documented patterns of sexual abuse. 

  
PRIMARY REASONS for a NO response: 

Respondents opposing removal of Chávez’ name cite the following arguments: 

Due Process and Fairness 

• Chávez is deceased and cannot defend himself 
• Allegations remain unproven; no criminal convictions 
• Treating allegations as facts without legal proceedings undermines due process 
• Concerns about setting precedent of guilt by accusation 

Historical Significance Cannot Be Erased 

• Chávez’ contributions to labor rights and farmworker protections are substantial and 
documented 

• His work resulted in real legislative changes and improved working conditions 
• The building name honors the movement, not just the man 
• History should be studied in its complexity, not erased 

Double Standard and Selective Application 

• Other historical figures with serious allegations (MLK, founding fathers who owned 
slaves, current political figures) retain honors 

• Removing Chávez’ name while ignoring similar issues elsewhere is inconsistent 
• Selective targeting appears motivated by political trends rather than principle 
• Question: Why hold Chávez to standards not applied to other problematic figures? 

"Cancel Culture" Concerns 

• Reflects modern moral retroactive judgment on historical figures 
• Creates slippery slope: if Chávez is removed, many others must be too 
• Prioritizes current sensitivity over historical context 
• Represents knee-jerk reaction to loudest voices rather than careful deliberation 

Resource Waste 



• Costly to rename/rebrand buildings; funds better spent elsewhere 
• Administrative burden for minimal benefit 
• Name change doesn't solve actual problems 

Community and Representation Value 

• Latino representation on campus is limited; Chávez represents cultural pride 
• Name removal could be seen as erasing Latino contributions to history 
• Building serves important symbolic function for Latino/Chicano students and 

organizations 
• Double standard: removing Latino figures while white historical figures retain honors 

reinforces marginalization 

Educational Opportunity 

• Rather than erasing history, buildings should include plaques explaining complexity 
• Students should learn both accomplishments and criticisms 
• This aligns with university's educational mission 
• Understanding history requires nuance, not erasure 

Practical Concerns 

• No appropriate replacement name identified 
• Removing name without clear alternative shows poor planning 
• Building has historical significance beyond the allegations 

Philosophical Arguments 

• No human is perfect; perfection should not be prerequisite for historical recognition 
• Good accomplished should not be negated by personal failings 
• Ability to do good doesn't excuse harm, but shouldn't erase all recognition 
• Forgiveness and complexity should be part of institutional values 

The "NO" responses emphasize preserving historical complexity while maintaining 
representation for Latino communities, questioning inconsistent application of naming standards, 
and distinguishing between acknowledging harm and erasing history entirely. 
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