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Policy Revision 

Policy Title Bachelor’s Degree Requirements, Multiple Majors & Degrees 
Major Declaration 

Policy URL https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/degrees-programs/undergraduate/bachelors-degree-
candidacy  
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/student/change-major-college 

Suggested updates -Rename “Bachelor’s Degree Candidacy & Related Information” policy to “Bachelor’s Degree Requirements, 
Multiple Majors & Degrees”. 
-Rename “Change of Major or College” policy to “Major Declaration”. 
-Remove sequential degree requirement of an additional 30 units. 
-Remove stipulation from sequential degrees that students may not complete more than 50% of their second 
degree requirements prior to conferral of the first degree. 
-Add requirement that students must earn at least 18 unique University credits for each degree, to align with 
requirements for a second major. 
-Align second degrees with allowances for a second major by adding a provision that a second degree may replace a 
required minor (or for sequential degrees, a first degree may replace a required minor in the second degree) with 
program approval.  
-Move relevant information on multiple majors from the Major Declaration policy to the Bachelor’s Degree 
Requirements, Multiple Majors and Degrees policy. 
-Add table to clarify different use cases for sequential degrees, concurrent degrees, and multiple majors. 
-Remove procedural information from both policies. 
-Remove requirement for dean’s office approval of major changes. 

Rationale for updates -Aligning multiple majors and multiple degrees so all options have the same basic requirements will close potential 
loopholes; students will be able to select the appropriate timing and type of programs based on academic interest 
and goals rather than logistical differences: 

• Students are known to delay graduation of their first degree in order to earn a concurrent degree and avoid 
the additional 30 unit-requirement of sequential degrees. 

• Students and advisors must manually monitor progress to second sequential degree to ensure they don’t 
complete more than 50% prior to conferral of the first degree. There is no academic benefit to this 
requirement. 

• A second major requires 18 unique university credits for each major while second degrees do not currently 
have this requirement; aligning all program types will ensure all pathways have equal controls and there is 
no logistical incentive to select one over the other. 

• As a second major can waive a minor requirement, adding this provision to degrees will level out all 
pathways. 
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-Information on multiple majors is more pertinent in the context of multiple degrees than regarding a change of 
major. Students and advisors can easily compare the three different scenarios for multiple majors/degrees to 
determine applicability when presented as a single policy. 
-Procedural information should not be part of policy; this information is already located on the Graduation Services 
website where it can be kept up to date more easily. 
-Few colleges currently require dean’s office approval for major declaration/major changes. Removing this wording 
allows for greater flexibility for colleges’ major declaration processes. 

Contact Person for Questions Abbie Sorg 

Responsible Unit The Office of the Registrar URL https://registrar.arizona.edu/  
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Existing Policy Proposed Edit 

Bachelor's Degree Candidacy & 

Related Information 

Application for Degree Candidacy 

The University awards degrees four times annually: in January, May, 
August and December. For undergraduate degree candidacy filing 

Bachelor's Degree Requirements, 

Multiple Majors and Degrees 

Completion of Degree Requirements 

The Bachelor's degree requires a minimum of 120 units and the 
completion of all major, minor, and General Education 
requirements. 

https://registrar.arizona.edu/
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Existing Policy Proposed Edit 

deadlines and fees, see the Graduation Services site.  (Graduate 
students may consult the Graduate Degree Requirements site.) 

Changes in Degree-Application Information 

Once a degree application has been filed, applicants are required to 
notify their Graduation Services advisor promptly of subsequent 
changes in the following information: (1) anticipated date of 
graduation; (2) degree, major, minor, catalog being used; (3) name, 
local address and telephone number, permanent address. Failure to 
do so may result in delay in awarding of the degree. 

Completion of Degree Requirements 

The Bachelor's degree requires a minimum of 120 units and the 
completion of all major, minor, and General Education 
requirements. 

All degree requirements must be completed by the last day of final 
exams in the semester or term in which the degree is to be awarded. 
The applicant is also responsible for providing all documentation 
relating to the completion of his/her degree program to the 
Undergraduate Graduation Services Office within 30 calendar days 
following the last day of final exams in the semester or term in 
which the degree is to be awarded. Documentation may include, but 
not be limited to, official transcripts from other educational 
institutions/programs, actions resulting from University General 
Petitions, Change of Grade forms (including removals of "I" grades), 
etc. Failure to meet these responsibilities may result in a delay or 
non-awarding of the degree. 

Degree candidates who find it necessary to leave The University of 
Arizona and complete final course requirements through transfer 
work are required to notify their Graduation Services advisor of 
such plans before leaving the University. 

All degree requirements must be completed by the last day of final 
exams of the term in which the degree is to be awarded.  

Multiple Majors and Degrees 

Students wishing to complete more than one baccalaureate program 
may choose to do so by declaring multiple majors or earning 
multiple degrees. The timing of completion and the degree type 
associated with each program determine the specific degree 
conferral requirements as well as whether a student's programs are 
awarded as a single degree or multiple degrees. Students may apply 
for a second degree only if the major differs from the first.  

 

MULTIPLE 

MAJOR/ 

DEGREE 

TYPE 

TIMING DEGREES 

CONFERRED 

REQUIREMENTS 

Sequential 

Degrees 

Degrees have 
different 
conferral 
dates 

Two or more 
majors leading 
to one or more 
Bachelor’s 
degree type 

• Minimum 120 units total 

• Minimum 18 units of 
unique University Credit 
for each degree. 

• Completion of all major, 
minor and General 
Education requirements 
for each degree. 

• A required minor in the 
2nd degree may be 
satisfied by the 1st 
degree with program 
approval. 

Concurrent 

Degrees 

Degrees have 
same conferral 
date 

Two or more 
majors leading 
to two or more 
Bachelor’s 
degree types 

• Minimum 120 units total 

• Minimum 18 units of 
unique University Credit 
for each degree. 

https://registrar.arizona.edu/support-services/graduation-services
https://grad.arizona.edu/gsas/degree-requirements
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/academics/graduation-services-advisors?audience=students&cat1=7&cat2=25
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/academics/graduation-services-advisors?audience=students&cat1=7&cat2=25
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-definitions
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-definitions
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Second Bachelor's Degree 

Sequential Degrees: Candidates for a second bachelor's degree at 
The University of Arizona with a different award date than the first 
must earn no fewer than 30 units of University Credit in addition to 
the units required for the first degree, and must meet all 
requirements for the second degree. For partly overlapping but 
sequential degrees--when the second award date differs from the 
first--the 30 additional units are added to the first degree's total 
units for a minimum of 150 units, although some of the additional 
units may have been completed before conferral of the first degree. 

Students may apply for a sequential second degree with a degree 
title that is the same as the first (e.g., B.S. in Plant Sciences and B.S. 
in Microbiology). For sequential degrees, students must complete at 
least 50 percent of all course work required in the major (as defined 
on the Academic Advisement Report) of the second 
degree after conferral of the first degree. 

Concurrent Degrees: If the degrees are completed at the same 
time, the 30 additional units of University Credit are not necessary. 
The student may earn concurrent (simultaneous) degrees with a 
minimum of 120 units and the completion of all major, minor, and 
General Education requirements, as long as both degrees 
are awarded on the same date. 

Students may apply for a concurrent second degree only if the 
degree title and major differ from the first. Students pursuing 
another academic program that would lead to the same degree title 
as the primary program must declare that program as an additional 
major, not a concurrent degree. Two or more majors may be 
completed within one academic degree program as long as these 
majors lead to the same degree title. However, after the first degree 
is awarded, another major cannot be appended to it. 

Clearance of Accounts 

• Completion of all major, 
minor and General 
Education requirements 
for each degree. 

• 2nd degree may replace a 
required minor with 
program approval. 

Multiple 

Majors 

Majors have 
same conferral 
date for a 
single degree 

Two or more 
majors leading 
to a single 
Bachelor’s 
degree type 

• Minimum 120 units 

• Minimum 18 units of 
unique University Credit 
for each major. 

• Completion of all major, 
minor and General 
Education requirements 
for each major. 

• 2nd major may replace a 
required minor with 
program approval. 

• Degree is conferred by 
the college of the 
student’s primary major. 

 

 

https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-definitions
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Existing Policy Proposed Edit 

Degree candidates are required to clear any indebtedness to the 
University before completion of degree requirements will be 
officially certified or the diploma released. 

Change of Major or College 

Students wishing to declare a major in a different college must first 
receive permission from the dean's office of the college to which 
they wish to transfer. Change from one college to another is initiated 
by filing a change of college form with the new college. 

To change majors within your current college, consult with 
the academic advisor for the new major regarding program 
requirements and the procedure to declare the major. There may be 
restrictions on the time of the semester for declaring a major or 
changing colleges.  Students should contact the dean's office of the 
college they wish to enter for information on the optimal time to 
begin the new program of study. 

While you explore major options, you may declare "no major 
selected," a status available to freshmen and sophomores, The A 
Center will help you by providing comprehensive advising to assist 
students in the major exploration process. 

Multiple Majors 

A double major is possible for undergraduate students with two 
principal fields of study in programs that offer the identical degree 
type. For example, a student can major in both Linguistics and 

Major Declaration 

Students may declare one or more majors as undergraduates. The 
process is the same whether a student is declaring a major for the 
first time, changing majors, or declaring an additional major or 
degree (for more information on multiple majors/degrees, see the 
Bachelor’s Degree Requirements, Multiple Majors & Degrees policy). 

To declare a major, students will follow the process outlined by the 
academic unit and consult with the academic advisor for their 
desired major. There may be restrictions on when in the term a 
major can be declared. 

Students must declare a major in a degree program prior to junior 
standing (60 earned units). Incoming transfer students with a 
minimum of 60 transferable units have one term at the University 
before they must declare a major in a degree program. 

Students’ selected major and college will determine their course 
requirements; students should review their updated academic 
advisement report after the major declaration process to confirm 
their new requirements.  

http://www.arizona.edu/topics/colleges
http://advising.arizona.edu/content/academic-advisor-directory
https://theacenter.arizona.edu/
https://theacenter.arizona.edu/
http://advising.arizona.edu/content/academic-advisor-directory
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/registration-tuition-fees/registration-enrollment/classification
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/registration-tuition-fees/registration-enrollment/classification
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Classics, since both lead to the Bachelor of Arts Degree. A triple 
major is another option, as long as the same degree title is available 
for the selected majors:  B.A., B.S., B.F.A., B.S.B., etc. Double and triple 
majors may be in the same or different colleges. 

A second major may replace the required (or optional) minor, or it 
may be completed in addition to a minor in the student's degree 
program. The minimum total units required for graduation are set 
by the primary degree program or major (the first one). At least 18 
units in each major must be taken as University Credit. See 
the Academic Advisement Reports for a complete statement of the 
requirements and approved courses for all undergraduate majors. It 
is essential to maintain contact with the major advisor in each 
department to ensure that all specific requirements are met. 

The student's primary major determines the student's college. The 
student with a double major follows the degree requirements, 
policies and procedures of the college offering the primary 
major/degree program. All majors are declared when the student 
files an application for degree candidacy. When the student has 
completed all degree requirements, including those for the 
second/third major, the college of the primary major/degree 
program awards the degree, along with any academic honors. 

To add a second or third major within or outside of your college, 
consult with the academic advisor for the new major regarding 
program requirements and the procedure to declare the major. 
There may be restrictions on the time of the semester for declaring 
the major. Declaration of a second or third major does not involve a 
change of college. 

https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-definitions
https://uaccess.schedule.arizona.edu/psp/pubsaprd/UA_ADV_CATALOG/HRMS/h/?tab=DEFAULT
http://advising.arizona.edu/content/academic-advisor-directory
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Time to Declare a Major 

Students with No Major Declared or No Major Selected 
Contact your college dean's office for information about academic 
advising for undecided students in your college. 

Students must declare a major in a degree program prior to earning 
60 units or before attaining junior standing. Incoming transfer 
students with a minimum of 60 transferable units have one 
semester at the University before they need to declare a major in a 
degree program. 

Students admitted to a pre-major should consult with their major 
advisor regarding the time limit for admission to the major degree 
program. 

For help in choosing a major or a career, contact one of the offices 
listed below for guidance.  These offices are staffed by professionals 
who specialize in helping students identify academic and long-term 
career goals. 

• The A Center 
• Career Services 

 

 

 

http://www.arizona.edu/topics/colleges
https://theacenter.arizona.edu/
http://www.career.arizona.edu/


Policy Benchmarking: Sequential & Concurrent Bachelor’s Degrees 

I. Summary 
A review of 17 ABOR and peer institutions revealed that most institutions with available 
policy have equal requirements for concurrent and sequential bachelor’s degrees. Eight 
institutions require 30 semester units/45 quarterly units additional residency units to 
earn a second bachelor’s degree (whether concurrent or sequential).  
 
Three institutions do not offer second bachelor’s degrees to students. Three institutions 
allow students to earn multiple bachelor’s degrees, but do not specify the credit 
requirements in policy. Only two institutions do not have a policy concerning multiple 
bachelor’s degrees.  
 
The University of Arizona is the only institution to specify that sequential degrees require 
completion of 50%+ of coursework for the second degree to take place after conferral of 
the first degree. 
 
Three institutions do not allow duplicate majors between bachelor’s degrees, which is 
currently only prohibited for the University of Arizona’s concurrent degrees (and not 
sequential degrees). Four institutions require a certain amount of unique coursework 
for the additional bachelor’s degree, such as 18 units. Northern Arizona University 
allows students to earn degrees within the same discipline if one of the degrees is a 
Bachelor of Science in Education. 

 

INSTITUTION UNIT REQUIREMENT FOR 
ADDITIONAL DEGREE 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

University of 
Arizona 

Concurrent: 
• 120 
Sequential: 
• Total of first degree + 30 

residence units 

Concurrent: 
• Degree title and major must 

differ 
Sequential: 
• Must complete 50%+ of 

coursework for second degree 
after conferral of first degree 

• Degree titles may match 
Arizona State 
University 

Concurrent: 
• Not specified 
Sequential: 
• Total of first degree + 30 

residence units 

Concurrent: 
• Combinations with high 

curricular overlap may not be 
allowed 

Sequential: 
• Combinations with high 

curricular overlap may not be 
allowed 

Northern Arizona 
University 

Concurrent: Concurrent: 



• Total of first degree + 30 upper-
division units (from either 
degree) 

Sequential: 
• Total of first degree + 30 

residence units 

• Degrees cannot be in the same 
discipline unless one degree is 
a BSED 

Sequential: 
• Must have 18 unique units to 

distinguish degree from any 
previously-earned Bachelor’s 
degree(s)  

• Degrees cannot be in the same 
discipline unless one degree is 
a BSED 

University of Illinois 
– Urbana Chapman 

• Total of first degree + 30 
residence units 

 

University of 
Maryland – College 
Park 

• Total of first degree + 30 
residence units 

• Must have 18 unique units to 
distinguish degree from any 
previously-earned Bachelor’s 
degree(s) 

Michigan State 
University 

• Total of first degree + 30 
residence units 

 

University of 
Minnesota 

• Not specified • Degree titles and majors must 
differ 

Ohio State 
University 

• Total of first degree + 30 
residence units 

• Majors must differ 
• Major coursework does not 

overlap between degrees 
Texas A&M 
University  

• Degree with highest unit 
requirement + 30 residence units 

• 12+ hours of 300 and 400-level 
coursework in each field of 
study* 

 
*Students new to TAMU need 36+ 
hours of 300 and 400-level 
coursework, 12 od which must be 
in major field of study. 

University of Texas -
Austin 

• Not specified • Degree titles must differ 

University of 
Washington -Seattle 

• Total of first degree + 45 
residence (quarter) units 

• Degree titles must differ 

University of 
Wisconsin -Madison 

• Not specified • Not open to all programs 

University of 
California- Davis 

Second Bachelor’s degree not offered 
(exception: students pursuing Biological Systems Engineering/ Materials 
Science & Engineering) 

University of 
California -LA 

Second Bachelor’s degree not offered 

University of North 
Carolina 

Second Bachelor’s degree not offered 

University of Florida Offers second bachelor’s degree, but no requirements given 
University of Iowa No institutional policy located 



Pennsylvania State 
University 

No institutional policy located 

 

II. Full Policy Texts 
 

University of Arizona 
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/degrees-
programs/undergraduate/bachelors-degree-candidacy  
Bachelor’s Degree Candidacy & Related Information  

Application for Degree Candidacy 

The University awards degrees four times annually: in January, May, August and December. 
For undergraduate degree candidacy filing deadlines and fees, see the Graduation 
Services site.  (Graduate students may consult the Graduate Degree Requirements site.) 

Changes in Degree-Application Information 

Once a degree application has been filed, applicants are required to notify their Graduation 
Services advisor promptly of subsequent changes in the following information: (1) 
anticipated date of graduation; (2) degree, major, minor, catalog being used; (3) name, local 
address and telephone number, permanent address. Failure to do so may result in delay in 
awarding of the degree. 

Completion of Degree Requirements 

The Bachelor's degree requires a minimum of 120 units and the completion of all major, 
minor, and General Education requirements. 

All degree requirements must be completed by the last day of final exams in the semester 
or term in which the degree is to be awarded. The applicant is also responsible for providing 
all documentation relating to the completion of his/her degree program to the 
Undergraduate Graduation Services Office within 30 calendar days following the last day of 
final exams in the semester or term in which the degree is to be awarded. Documentation 
may include, but not be limited to, official transcripts from other educational 
institutions/programs, actions resulting from University General Petitions, Change of Grade 
forms (including removals of "I" grades), etc. Failure to meet these responsibilities may 
result in a delay or non-awarding of the degree. 

Degree candidates who find it necessary to leave The University of Arizona and complete 
final course requirements through transfer work are required to notify their Graduation 
Services advisor of such plans before leaving the University. 

Second Bachelor's Degree 

Sequential Degrees: Candidates for a second bachelor's degree at The University of 
Arizona with a different award date than the first must earn no fewer than 30 units of 

https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/degrees-programs/undergraduate/bachelors-degree-candidacy
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/degrees-programs/undergraduate/bachelors-degree-candidacy
https://registrar.arizona.edu/support-services/graduation-services
https://registrar.arizona.edu/support-services/graduation-services
https://grad.arizona.edu/gsas/degree-requirements
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/academics/graduation-services-advisors?audience=students&cat1=7&cat2=25
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/academics/graduation-services-advisors?audience=students&cat1=7&cat2=25
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/academics/graduation-services-advisors?audience=students&cat1=7&cat2=25
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/academics/graduation-services-advisors?audience=students&cat1=7&cat2=25


University Credit in addition to the units required for the first degree, and must meet all 
requirements for the second degree. For partly overlapping but sequential degrees--when 
the second award date differs from the first--the 30 additional units are added to the first 
degree's total units for a minimum of 150 units, although some of the additional units may 
have been completed before conferral of the first degree. 

Students may apply for a sequential second degree with a degree title that is the same as 
the first (e.g., B.S. in Plant Sciences and B.S. in Microbiology). For sequential degrees, 
students must complete at least 50 percent of all course work required in the major (as 
defined on the Academic Advisement Report) of the second degree after conferral of the 
first degree. 

Concurrent Degrees: If the degrees are completed at the same time, the 30 additional 
units of University Credit are not necessary. The student may earn concurrent 
(simultaneous) degrees with a minimum of 120 units and the completion of all major, minor, 
and General Education requirements, as long as both degrees are awarded on the same 
date. 

Students may apply for a concurrent second degree only if the degree title and major differ 
from the first. Students pursuing another academic program that would lead to the same 
degree title as the primary program must declare that program as an additional major, not a 
concurrent degree. Two or more majors may be completed within one academic degree 
program as long as these majors lead to the same degree title. However, after the first 
degree is awarded, another major cannot be appended to it. 

Clearance of Accounts 

Degree candidates are required to clear any indebtedness to the University before 
completion of degree requirements will be officially certified or the diploma released. 

 

Arizona State University 
https://catalog.asu.edu/undergraduatereq  
Additional Degrees 

Second baccalaureate degree 

Students seeking a second baccalaureate degree must meet admission criteria for that 
degree. After conferral of the first degree, a minimum of 30 additional credit hours in 
resident credit courses at ASU must be successfully completed to earn the second 
baccalaureate degree. The student must meet all degree and university requirements of the 
second degree. 

Admission to a specific second baccalaureate degree program may be deemed 
inappropriate based on the discipline or degree type of the original baccalaureate degree, 
regardless of whether that degree was earned at ASU or another institution (e.g., admission 
to a BS program in psychology after earning a BA in psychology). 

https://catalog.asu.edu/undergraduatereq


A student pursuing a second baccalaureate degree in the same discipline as a minor 
previously conferred by ASU will have the minor removed from the original academic record 
upon completion of the second degree. 

Students who wish to use courses taken while in graduate nondegree status toward a 
second bachelor’s degree may have up to 15 credit hours applied toward this degree. 

Concurrent degrees 

If prior approval is given by the colleges or schools offering the degrees, more than one 
baccalaureate degree may be pursued concurrently. Students may receive concurrent 
degrees if they meet the minimum requirements for both degrees. Specific combinations of 
degrees may be deemed inappropriate because of high curricular overlap. 

For additional information, students are asked to review the glossary description. 

 

Northern Arizona University 
https://www9.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/453?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sortD
irection=Ascending&page=2  
Dual Degrees, Undergraduate (Definitions) 

Earning a dual degree is possible if you wish to major in two disciplines that lead to different 
degrees (for instance, a B.A. and a B.S.). In this case, you can receive both degrees 
simultaneously by completing the requirements for both majors, including the 30-unit 
upper-division requirement. Students need a minimum of 30 units of upper division 
coursework. You may use upper division coursework from either degree or a combination of 
coursework from both degrees to meet this requirement. 

Students may NOT earn dual degrees within the same discipline 
(major/emphasis/specialization) with the exception of the BSED. For example, you may not 
earn both a B.A. and a B.S. in Psychology, however, you may earn a BSED and a B.S. in 
Mathematics.  

You may use the same course or courses, if appropriate, to satisfy requirements for both 
degrees in a dual degree. 

Students pursuing a dual degree at NAU must satisfy the liberal studies requirements for 
one of the degrees. Once the liberal studies requirement for one degree is satisfactorily 
completed, the student is deemed to have met the liberal studies requirements for both 
degrees. 

Unlike the dual major, if you are pursuing a dual degree, it is possible that the degree 
requirements for the two degrees can come from two different catalogs, depending on the 
timing of your admission to Northern Arizona University and the catalogs in effect during 
your enrollment. 

https://catalog.asu.edu/glossary#concurrent
https://www9.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/453?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sortDirection=Ascending&page=2
https://www9.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/453?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sortDirection=Ascending&page=2


Dual degrees must be awarded in the same graduation term. For example, both the B.A. and 
the B.S. degrees must be awarded in Spring 2014 (example), even if two different catalogs 
were used for degree requirements. 

If you are pursuing a dual degree, you are not required to have a minor.  

 

Northern Arizona University 
https://www9.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/1000?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sort
Direction=Ascending&page=2  
Definitions: Academic Plans, Second Bachelor’s Degree (Post-Baccalaureate) 

NAU offers many Second Bachelor’s Degrees (also known as Post-Baccalaureate Degrees) 
for those who have already earned an accredited bachelor’s degree. 
 
If you wish to complete a second bachelor's degree, you must complete at least 30 
additional units of credit at Northern Arizona University beyond any units of credit 
completed while earning any prior degree, and you must meet all major and minor 
requirements for the new degree. If your first bachelor's degree is from a regionally 
accredited institution in the United States of America or an accredited institution in your 
home country, you don't have to meet Northern Arizona University's Liberal Studies and 
Diversity requirements. 

Earning a second bachelor's degree is possible only if there are 18 unique units in the 
degree program to differentiate it from any other bachelor's degree earned. Additionally, 
students may NOT earn Second Bachelor’s Degrees within the same discipline, (major, 
emphasis, specialization) with the exception of the BSED. For example, you may not earn 
both a B.A. and a B.S. in Psychology, however, you may earn a BSED and a B.S. in 
Mathematics. 

 

University of California -Davis 
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/preparing-transfer-students/second-
baccalaureate.html  
Second Baccalaureate 

A second baccalaureate applicant is a college graduate who wishes to obtain a second 
bachelor's degree in a major different from that of the first degree. Admission to the second 
bachelor's program is limited to fall enrollment, and each UC campus has its own policies 
regarding second baccalaureate applicants. 

UC Davis 

The College of Engineering considers second-baccalaureate degree applicants only in the 
majors of Biological Systems Engineering and Materials Science & Engineering. The first 
degree must be not in engineering, and the applicant must transfer directly from a 
California community college (CCC); all lower-division selective major criteria must be 

https://www9.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/1000?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sortDirection=Ascending&page=2
https://www9.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/1000?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sortDirection=Ascending&page=2
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/preparing-transfer-students/second-baccalaureate.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/preparing-transfer-students/second-baccalaureate.html


completed at a CCC prior to transfer. Admission requires the approval of the dean of the 
College of Engineering and the executive director of Undergraduate Admissions. See 
the check majors page for more details.  

 

University of California -LA 
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/preparing-transfer-students/second-
baccalaureate.html  
Second Baccalaureate 

A second baccalaureate applicant is a college graduate who wishes to obtain a second 
bachelor's degree in a major different from that of the first degree. Admission to the second 
bachelor's program is limited to fall enrollment, and each UC campus has its own policies 
regarding second baccalaureate applicants. 

UCLA 

UCLA does not accept applications from students seeking second baccalaureate degrees. 

 

University of California -LA 
https://admission.ucla.edu/apply/veterans  
Veterans 

UCLA students enroll on a full-time basis and attend daytime classes. Part-time enrollment 
and evening classes are not an option for undergraduate degree programs. You can enroll 
part-time at other institutions and apply to UCLA as a transfer student. UCLA 
Extension offers academic and professional development courses part-time, at night, on 
weekends and at satellite locations for students who are not seeking a degree. 

Due to the high volume of applications from students seeking their first bachelor’s degree, 
UCLA doesn’t admit students seeking a second bachelor’s degree. 

 

University of Florida 
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/degree-graduation-policies/  
Dual Degrees and Multiple Majors 

At the discretion of UF colleges and schools, students can be permitted to pursue multiple 
degrees or majors. 

• A student completing major and college requirements in two or more different colleges at 
the same time will receive two or more degrees. The transcript will list each degree and the 
appropriate majors. 

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/campuses-majors/majors/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/preparing-transfer-students/second-baccalaureate.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/preparing-transfer-students/second-baccalaureate.html
https://admission.ucla.edu/apply/veterans
https://www.uclaextension.edu/
https://www.uclaextension.edu/
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/degree-graduation-policies/


• A student completing major and college requirements in one college and major 
requirements only in another college will receive a degree from the first college. The 
transcript will list the degree and each major. 

• A student completing multiple majors that have the same degree, i.e., Bachelor of Arts or 
Bachelor of Science, will receive a single degree. The transcript will list the degree and each 
major. 

 

University of Illinois 
https://studentcode.illinois.edu/article3/part8/3-801/  
Credit Requirements for Degrees 

a. Additional Bachelor’s Degree 

1. A student who has received one bachelor’s degree from the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign may be permitted to receive an additional bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, provided all specified 
requirements for each degree are fully met and provided also that the curriculum 
offered for the additional degree includes at least 30 semester hours of University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign credit that is not counted for the other degree. 

2. The additional bachelor’s degree may be earned either concurrently with or 
subsequent to the first degree. 

3. Only those courses that are acceptable toward the degree sought may be counted 
in satisfying the above minimum requirements. This includes the 30 additional 
hours required for the additional degree. 

 

 

University of Maryland 
https://academiccatalog.umd.edu/undergraduate/registration-academic-requirements-
regulations/degree-information/#text  
Second Majors and Second Degrees 

POST-BACCALAUREATE SECOND DEGREE 

Students who matriculate to the university with a bachelor's degree from any regionally 
accredited college or university will be considered to have satisfied the university's general 
education requirements, regardless of when the degree was received. 

SECOND DEGREES TAKEN SEQUENTIALLY 

A student who has completed the requirements for, and has received one baccalaureate 
and who wishes to earn a second degree from the university must satisfactorily complete 
all of the prescribed requirements for the second degree and enough additional credits so 

https://studentcode.illinois.edu/article3/part8/3-801/
https://academiccatalog.umd.edu/undergraduate/registration-academic-requirements-regulations/degree-information/#text
https://academiccatalog.umd.edu/undergraduate/registration-academic-requirements-regulations/degree-information/#text


that the total, including all applicable credits earned at the university or elsewhere, is at 
least 150 credits. At least 18 of the credits applied to one degree must be in course work not 
applied to the requirements of the other degree program. In no case will a second 
baccalaureate be awarded to a student who has not completed a minimum of 30 credits in 
residence at the university. 

SECOND DEGREES TAKEN SIMULTANEOUSLY 

A student who wishes to receive two bachelor's degrees simultaneously must satisfactorily 
complete the regularly prescribed requirements of both degree programs and a minimum of 
150 credits. At least 18 of the credits applied to one degree must be in course work not 
applied to the requirements of the other degree program. As early as possible, but in no 
case later than one full academic year before the expected date of graduation, the student 
must file with the department or programs involved, as well as with the appropriate deans, 
formal programs showing the courses to be offered to meet the major, supporting area, 
college, and general education programs. If two colleges are involved in the double degree 
program, the student must designate which college will be responsible for the maintenance 
of records and certification of general education requirements. Final approval of a double 
degree program must be obtained from each of the appropriate departments and college(s). 

SECOND MAJORS 

A student who wishes to complete a second major concurrently with his or her primary 
major of record must obtain written permission in advance from the appropriate 
departments or programs and colleges. As early as possible, but in no case later than one 
full academic year before the expected date of graduation, the student must file with the 
department or programs involved and with the appropriate deans, formal programs showing 
the courses to be offered to meet requirements in each of the majors and supporting areas 
as well as those of the college and general education programs. A student who wishes to 
add a Limited Enrollment Program as a second major must do so at the earliest possible 
opportunity to assure that specific credit and GPA requirements can be met. In order to 
obtain approval, students must complete all of the requirements specified for both the 
primary and secondary major. Courses taken for one major may be counted as appropriate 
as part of the degree requirements for the general education programs. If two colleges are 
involved in the double major program, the student must designate which college will be 
responsible for the maintenance of records and certification of general education 
requirements. Final approval of a double major program must be obtained from each of the 
appropriate departments and college(s). 

 

 

Michigan State University 
https://reg.msu.edu/AcademicPrograms/Print.aspx?Section=292  
Requirements for a Second Bachelor’s Degree 

https://reg.msu.edu/AcademicPrograms/Print.aspx?Section=292


To pursue a second bachelor's degree, a student must be admitted to the second 
bachelor's degree program. To be granted a second bachelor's degree, a student must earn 
at least 30 credits in residence in addition to the credits required for the first degree and 
meet the specified requirements of the second college and  major. A student who 
completes the requirements for a second bachelor's degree will receive two diplomas, one 
for each major. 

 

University of Minnesota – Twin Cities 
https://policy.umn.edu/education/bacreditreq  
Credit and Grade Point Requirements for an Undergraduate (Baccalaureate) Degree: Twin Cities, 
Crookston, Morris, Rochester 

1. Degrees are awarded by the Regents of the University on recommendation of the faculty, 
not by colleges or departments or campuses. The University sets degree requirements and 
standards, but departments, colleges, and campuses have the delegated authority to 
determine the requirements and standards related to programs and majors, so long as they 
are consistent with this policy. 

2. All credit awarded by the University, regardless of the campus or type of instruction, must 
be recognized by all University campuses, must appear on the transcript, and must count 
toward the requirements for the degree (subject to the requirements and standards 
established by departments, colleges, and campuses). In some cases, a student may 
accumulate credits that, while recognized by the University, are in excess of what may be 
required for the degree program in which the student is enrolled. 

3. Students may not earn two baccalaureate degrees in the same major (e.g. B.A. and B.S. in 
Economics) from any campus(es) of the University. 

4. A student fulfilling requirements for two majors within different degree structures (e.g., one 
B.A. and one B.S) may earn two degrees. The student must complete all additional 
requirements for the degree, beyond completion of the major (e.g., the language 
requirement for the B.A. degree). 

5. Baccalaureate degrees require a minimum of 120 semester credits. College/campus 
approval is required for any baccalaureate degree programs that require more than 120 
credits. Academic units that propose baccalaureate degree programs requiring more than 
132 credits must also receive approval from the appropriate chancellor or provost in 
consultation with the Senate Committee on Educational Policy. 

6. The accumulation of 120 or more credits, without meeting requirements and standards set 
out in this policy and by departments, colleges, and campuses, does not entitle a student to 
a degree. 

7. Requirements regarding breadth of study (i.e., liberal or general education requirements) 
and other campus-wide graduation standards must be approved by the faculty governing 
body for that campus. 

https://policy.umn.edu/education/bacreditreq


8. Limits on use of S/N grades (see Administrative Policy: Grading and Transcripts for 
definitions of S and N). 

a. The maximum proportion of University S/N credits permitted within the total 
University credits in the degree is 25%. 

b. [Twin Cities only] The maximum number of University S/N credits permitted within 
the total University credits in the degree is 20. 

i. For a student who completes only the minimum number of 30 credits at the 
University, no more than 8 of the 30 credits may be taken S/N. 

c. [Twin Cities only] No unit will allow S/N grading in major course work unless the S/N 
grading system is preset by the unit for specific courses. 

d. [Twin Cities only] Subject to the limits in section 8(a) and (b), colleges, campuses, 
and programs may specify what courses or proportion of courses taken by its 
students or its prospective students must be on the A-F or S-N grading system. 

e. [Crookston only] Courses being used to satisfy Crookston degree requirements 
must be taken A/F unless the course is only offered S/N. 

9. [Twin Cities and Rochester only] D grades are not permitted to satisfy requirements in 
major, minor, or certificate courses. Required courses for the major, minor, or 
undergraduate certificate in which a student receives a D grade (with or without plus or 
minus) do not count toward satisfying the major, minor, or certificate requirements 
(including transfer courses). All other courses, including courses in the major or minor field 
that are not required to complete the major or minor, will count toward a degree if the 
student earns a D or better. 

10. [Crookston only] Students may have no more than two D grades in courses included in an 
academic major. Program faculty and the academic department determine the specific 
classes required for an academic major. 

11. [Morris only] No more than 8 credits in Music Ensembles, Mus 1300 through Mus 1340, no 
more than 4 credits in SSA 12xx skills courses, no more than 4 credits Varsity Athletics, SSA 
14xx, and no more than 32 credits of IS 3796, 3896, 3996 may be applied to the 120 credit 
degree requirement. 

12. GPA requirement for graduation. A student who is admitted to a degree program or major 
and who completes all requirements of the degree, with a cumulative GPA of at least 2.000 
in University of Minnesota coursework, will be allowed to earn a degree. The cumulative 
GPA is based on only University of Minnesota course work. No academic unit may impose 
additional grade point standards or conditions to graduate. 

Exclusions 

This policy is not applicable to the Duluth campus. 

Reason for Policy 



The policy establishes a minimum consistent standard that all undergraduate students 
must reach in order to earn an undergraduate degree. The standard applies across the 
University system and is intended to ensure that students have a strong foundation for their 
future endeavors. This policy supports the University of Minnesota mission of teaching and 
learning. 

Departments, colleges and campuses are empowered to determine the requirements and 
standards related to their degree programs and their majors and minors, but these must be 
consistent with the University's policy standards. 

This policy implements criteria and requirements for accreditation established by the 
Higher Learning Commission. 

 

University of North Carolina 
https://catalog.unc.edu/policies-procedures/transcripts/  
Policy on Awarding Undergraduate Degrees and Transcript Notations 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill will award only one bachelor’s degree to a 
student, regardless of a possible second-major declaration, and will not admit or award a 
degree to a student who has already earned a bachelor’s degree through another school of 
the University or at another college. Undergraduates in the professional schools in the 
Divisions of Academic Affairs and Health Affairs may earn a second major (not a second 
degree) in the College of Arts and Sciences or another professional school, but the first 
major must be in the professional school. Exception: a student may earn a second 
bachelor’s degree in one of several health profession schools of the University after 
receiving a bachelor’s degree if the student is admitted to the professional school. 

Students pursuing two major fields of study for the bachelor of arts or bachelor of science 
degree earn only one degree and receive only one diploma. Both the diploma and the 
official transcript will indicate the degree and the two majors. 

Students completing the requirements for both a bachelor of science degree and a 
bachelor of arts degree earn only the bachelor of science degree and receive only that 
diploma. Students completing the requirements for both a bachelor of arts degree and a 
bachelor of fine arts or bachelor of music degree earn only the bachelor of fine arts or 
bachelor of music degree and receive only that diploma. Note that these students must 
complete General Education requirements pertinent to the bachelor of arts as well as all 
requirements for the bachelor of fine arts or bachelor of music degree. Both the diploma 
and the official transcript will indicate the degree (with its major) and the second major. 

 

Ohio State University 
https://registrar.osu.edu/policies-information/university-policy/buckeyes-guide-to-academic-
policies/  
Double Majors and Dual Degrees 

https://catalog.unc.edu/policies-procedures/transcripts/
https://registrar.osu.edu/policies-information/university-policy/buckeyes-guide-to-academic-policies/
https://registrar.osu.edu/policies-information/university-policy/buckeyes-guide-to-academic-policies/


Students can complete more than one undergraduate major (sometimes called a double 
major) while completing one baccalaureate degree. Or they can complete more than one 
baccalaureate degree (sometimes called dual degrees) with different major 
requirements. There may also be additional GE, college, or supplemental requirements that 
students need to complete. Students should consult with academic advisors if they want to 
pursue either of these options. 

Guidelines for earning more than one major: 

• The second major must be different from the primary major  

• The second major requirements consist of the major itself and all required prerequisite 
and supplemental course work (e.g. an appropriate minor if required for the major). 

• Each major must contain at least 18 semester hours not contained in the other. 

• Overlap with the GE may be permitted where appropriate. (Consult with an academic 
advisor for more ) 

• A second major outside of the primary major’s college may be possible if that major is 
approved as available to all colleges  

• At least 120 credit hours is required to earn a single degree with two majors 

Guidelines for earning more than one degree: 

• Each degree program must be in a different subject 

• All degree requirements for each program must be completed, including GE 
requirements, majors, prerequisites, 

• 151 hours are required for graduation. (An additional degree requires a minimum of 30 
additional semester credit hours beyond those required for the first degree) 

• Students may not overlap any course work between the two majors. (This does not 
pertain to the GE requirements that most colleges share already, just courses 
specifically used in the majors.) 

• A maximum of 6 semester credit hours earned towards a previous minor may be applied 
to the major of the additional degree. 

 

Texas A&M University 
https://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule14/  
Undergraduate Second Degree 

14.4.1 A student pursuing a second degree will, upon completion of all requirements, 
receive two separate degrees, e.g., two BAs, two BSs, or a combination of either BA, BS, 
BBA, BLA, or BED degree. Students may not pursue more than two degree programs 
concurrently. 

https://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule14/


14.4.2 A student currently enrolled at Texas A&M University who wishes to pursue a 
double degree must receive approval from the departments, programs, or college(s) 
offering both the primary and secondary degree, normally no later than the time the 
student reaches senior standing.  The student must meet the grade point requirements 
of both the primary and secondary academic department or degree program at the time 
of application. A Double Degree Request Form documenting that the student has been 
approved to pursue the second degree and identifying remaining course work, must be 
sent immediately to the department, program, or college in which the first major is 
located. Some degree programs limit or do not permit pursuit of double degrees. 
Students may not pursue more than two degrees concurrently. 

14.4.3 A student with a recognized baccalaureate degree from an institution other than 
Texas A&M University who wishes to complete requirements for a second baccalaureate 
degree at Texas A&M University or who wishes to complete established Texas A&M 
University certification requirements generally granted as part of an undergraduate 
program can be admitted only as a Post-baccalaureate Undergraduate (U5). 

14.4.4  A recipient of a Texas A&M University baccalaureate degree is not eligible for 
continued enrollment unless he or she has the specific approval of the college offering 
the second bachelor’s degree or certification generally granted as part of the 
undergraduate program. If enrollment is interrupted, the student must apply as a 
candidate for a second bachelor’s degree. 

14.4.5 A student pursuing a second degree must complete all university, college, and 
department/curricular requirements for the second degree not covered in the first. 

• Courses may be used to satisfy the requirements for both degrees. However, the total 
semester hours required must be at least 30 semester hours in addition to the greater 
number of hours required for either degree. At least 12 hours of 300- and 400-level 
course work must be completed in each field of study. 

• All essential work required for a second degree must be defined in advance in writing by 
the Dean or designee of the college granting the second degree. 

• A student who has previously not been enrolled at Texas A&M University and who is 
seeking a second degree must have a minimum of 36 hours of 300- and 400-level 
courses, 12 of which must be in the major field of study, in residence at Texas A&M 
University. The student must also meet the Texas A&M University Citizenship 
requirements in history and political science. 

 
 

University of Texas – Austin  
https://catalog.utexas.edu/undergraduate/the-university/graduation/  
Multiple Degrees 
 A student may not receive more than one degree with the same title. 

 

https://us.tamu.edu/faculty-staff/deans-delegates
https://catalog.utexas.edu/undergraduate/the-university/graduation/


University of Washington – Seattle 
https://www.washington.edu/admin/rules/policies/SGP/ScholRegCH114.html  
Degrees, Graduation & Commencement  

Two Bachelor's Degrees at the Same Time 

Two differently named bachelor's degrees may be granted at the same time to a generally 
admitted student, but the total number of academic credits shall reach a minimum of 
45 credits in excess of the number normally awarded for the first bachelor's degree. Two 
bachelor's degrees will not be awarded when both majors lead to the same degree objective 
(e.g., BS or BA); in these cases a single degree with a double major will be awarded. 
Exceptions to this rule are at the discretion of the dean of the college or school awarding the 
degree and only on a case-by-case basis; if the two majors are in two different colleges or 
schools, both deans must approve. 

A Second Bachelor's Degree 

A. Additional Credits 
A second bachelor's degree may be granted to a generally admitted student, but 
there shall be required for this degree a minimum of 45 additional credits in 
residence. 

B. Undergraduate Registration 
Students who wish to obtain a second bachelor's degree register in the college from 
which they expect to obtain the degree, not in the Graduate School. 

 

University of Wisconsin – Madison  
https://admissions.wisc.edu/apply-as-a-second-degree-student/  
Apply as a Second Degree Student 

If you have previously completed a bachelor’s degree at the University of Wisconsin–
Madison or another institution, and you are interested in pursuing a second bachelor’s 
degree, you will need to apply to UW–Madison as a second degree student. 

Not all programs are able to accept second degree students. Please be sure to review the 
school and college specific requirements below to determine if the program you are 
interested in accepts second degree applicants. 

All second degree applicants will receive an initial eligibility review to determine if they are 
considered a second degree-seeking student based on official college transcripts or 
academic record (for UW–Madison students). 

 

 

https://www.washington.edu/admin/rules/policies/SGP/ScholRegCH114.html
https://admissions.wisc.edu/apply-as-a-second-degree-student/

